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abstract
Focused on the city of Marseilles, the prefectural capital of the Bouches-du-Rhone prefecture, which is under the

auspices of the Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur (PACA) in the south of France, we conducted fieldwork for an interview
survey on the state of judo club activities and facilities, etc., and for a project characteristic of the region.

There are 699 Judo clubs in PACA, with 32,768 people registered. Eight clubs have 300 or more members, and the
average membership for all clubs being 47. There are 1,279 clubs in the Kyushu region, with 22,668 members and an
average club enrollment of 18 people.

Bouches-du-Rhone prefecture is home to 131 judo clubs with 11,088 members, the largest of which has an
enrollment of 366 people. The average club has approximately 85 registered members. There are 175 clubs in
Kagoshima prefecture, with 3,028 members and an average enrollment of approximately 17 people. The differences
are striking, and the high rate of diffusion of judo into French provinces is very obvious. There are differences in
the schooling and instructor qualification systems in Japan and France, which may have a strong relationship on the
diffusion rate.

Dojo Régional Bougainville is a base for judo activities in PACA and Bouches-du-Rhone prefecture, possessing
good transportation access and sufficient tatami space for matches, with appropriate tatami elasticity and thorough
forethought having been given to safety. There are spaces for socializing and eating and drinking on the same floor,
and as a venue for mental relaxation after training, it serves as an areca where judo enthusiasts can feel at case,
providing stress relief and refreshing both mind and body. In future, it may act as a model case for the upgrading
of facilities and construction of martial arts stadiums in provincial areas in Japan, with transportation access and
facilities featuring areas for communication being essential to the propagation of judo.

In a project characteristic of Bouches-du-Rhone prefecture, judo classes are offered as an option at elementary
education institutions. France’s national “Contract Urban de Cohesion Social (CUCS)” policy enacted in 2006 saw
the Ministry of Education, the French Judo Federation, and state elementary education institutions cooperate to adopt
“Judo Ecole de la Citoyenneté” (School Judo) in 2008, with judo being accepted as an optional subject in elementary
schools. In 2010, the Bouches-du-Rhone Prefectural Judo Association and the city of Marseille introduced School
Judo as a joint project, and instruction leveraging the characteristics of judo has been reflected in an increase in the

number of registered members.

Keywords: French Judo Number of Judo registrants Martial arts studio / Dojo Elementary school Judo Promotion
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