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A Methodological Study on the Game Analysis of the Rugby Football

Koh Sasaki™®

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate about the methodologies about analyz-
ing the game of rugby football, espetially about various attack/defense play-patterns from
various situations in the pitch, and the influenses of those patterns.

First, the pitch was divided to some grids (starting positions of the replay), next the
complicated attack/defense patterns were classified into small groups, lastly the influenses
on the 2nd phases or TRY were analyzed and these all data were descripted to the files.

After analyzing two international matches by this method, the importance of sophisti-
cated classifications of the play patterns was suggested. These sophisticated classifications

depends upon the strategies of the team.
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Fig. 1. An example of positions of players
in the static position
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Fig. 2. An example of the divided pitch
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Table 1. Distances between teams in replay situation.
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Fig. 5. Deffence actions to the extra-man.
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Fig. 6. Relations of analyzed patterns.
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Table 2. Strategic attack patterns analyzed in two international matches.
PO TN P ATTACK DEFENSE GAIN FOLLOW 2nd. PHASE*
Al BA S SIDE-R® M 0 5 - TRY
Al BA S 1C-(BW)®@-2C 2C 0 X
Al BA S 1C-FB 2C 5 TRY
A3 BA P 1C-FB M 5 TRY
A4 BA S SO-(1C) -2C-(FB) -W W 5 X
Bl AB L 2C-BW 2C 10 10 TRY
B1 BA L PEEL M 0 10 TRY
Bl BA M 2C-FB 2C 20 10 X
B4 WA M SO-(1C)-2C-W-FB M 10 10-10 X
Cl1 BA L 2C. GK® M 15 5 O
C1 WA M BW X 5 40 TRY
C1 AB L FW M 30 X
C3 BA P PLAG. M@ X 10 5-5-5 (@]
C3 BA S SO. L-W.C® M 10 X
C3 AB M  SO.BR®-FB-BW X 30 X
C4 AB L 2C-FB w 0 10 (0]
C4 BA L S0-(1C)-2C-FB M 25 O
C4 WA M 1C-2C. DC-W 2C 10 5 (0]
C4 WA S S0-(1C)-2C. SL-1C X 30 10 TRY
C4 BA M 2C-FB w 5 5 O
C4 BA S 1C-(2C)-FB M 20 X
D1 BA M  SH-(SO, 1C)-2C M 30 10 X
D1 BA M 1C-(2C, FB)-W M X
D1 BA M 1C~2C)-FB W 20 X
D1 AB L S0-1C-2C-W M 10 X
D2 BA P SO-1C-2C-W M 30 X
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