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A study of San-in Olympic Games in the Taisho period: A case of sports
promotion in a local community
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Abstract
San-in Olympic Games originate in the First Track and Field Meet in the San-in District held in October of 1913

and hosted by Matsue City young men’s association. When the forth meet was held in 1916, the name was changed
to San-in Olympic Games. In 1928, the name was again changed to All San-in Track and Field Championship and it
has been used since then. The sports event has been held since 1913 and the 99th meet was held in 2016.

Newspaper companies in Matsue and Osaka publicized the San-in Olympic Games and helped organize and
manage them, boosting enthusiasm for track and field in the San-in region in the Taisho period. A lot of people
took part in the Games not only from Shimane and Tottori prefectures in San-in District but also from Chugoku
and Kansai Districts such as Hyogo and Kyoto prefectures. It can be said that mass media had an impact on sports
promotion.

Also, as a local sporting event with “Olympic” in its name, the Games had a historical significance in sports
promotion in San-in District in the Taisho period. San-in Olympic Games boosted the local people’s enthusiasm
for sports. This sporting event produced excellent track and field athletes. The winners of the games could get an
opportunity to take part in national track and field competitions and the Olympic Games. The supporters and the
spectators gave enthusiastic encouragement to the participants and hoped that they would be successful. A sporting
event like this which has “Olympic” in its name made people feel an intimate connection with the Olympic Games.
It also served as a driving force for instilling the local people with sports to play, to spectate, and to support.

The International Olympic Committee considered the use of “Olympic” for a local sporting event such as the
example of San-in Olympic Games to be an abuse of the name. That is why the use of the name ended in the Showa
period. However, we conclude that this naming served to create the atmosphere of a festival in which the local

people can take part and attract them to sports.

Keywords: Matsue City young men’s association, San-in Olympic Games, sports event, the history of track and field
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