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The French View of Judo and Their Respect for Japanese Judo: A Study
Based on the 2019 Stage International de Judo Montpellier

Hatsuyuki HAMADA *

Abstract :
The author was invited to the 2019 Stage International de Judo Montpellier in July 2019, and he conducted Q & A

(Mondo) sessions to the participants for a week. The author realized again that overseas judoka (judo practitioners)
admire Japanese judo greatly and they expect a lot from Japanese judo.

Japanese judo has been criticized for being shaky amid globalization. However, its history, skills, and
achievements of Judo forerunners,which have been passed on to the current Japanese judo practitioners, are
disseminated and accepted as exemplars and it is firmly established culture in the world. Also, its foundations are
solid. To maintain and develop overseas judoka’s strong sense of trust in Japanese judo, it is necessary to teach judo
by putting a value on the inheritance of culture and tradition in Japan.

However, as French judoka pointed out in judo seminars, that issues, such as the way to coach children, the fact
that little attention is paid to Kata, and the need to foster coaches who are good at both academics and sports, have to
be solved.

There are plenty of problems to slove and various points to need to be improved regarding coaching judo abroad.
However, we have to consider Jigoro Kano’s vision on judo, pursuance of judo to become judoka, who holds the
pride of Japanese culture and have the courage to solve difficult issues in a globalized society, such as cultural
friction, promoting Japanese judo throughout the world. It is a mission of the judo world in Japan to show global

leadership through judo, a form of physical art created by Japanese, and contribute to the current globalized world.
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