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Abstract :

Myéenji mairi, which literally means “Mydenji temple visit,” together with Sogadon no kasayaki, which means
“Soga brother’s burning umbrellas,” and Ak6 gishinden rindokukai, meaning “the reading circle of the biography of
loyal Ako retainers,” is regarded as one of the three major traditional events in Kagoshima Prefecture.

Myéenji mairi originated from a historical fact about retainers in Kagoshima, the town of Kagoshima Castle.
Clad in armor from head to toe, they walked through the night (a round trip of 40 km) to visit the Mydenji Temple,
Yoshihiro Shimazu’s family temple, on September 14 (old calendar), the night before the Battle of Sekigahara. With
their procession and visit to the temple, the retainers recalled the hardships endured by Yoshihiro Shimazu (17th head
of the Shimazu clan, 1535-1619) and his soldiers, who were defeated at the Battle of Sekigahara but broke through
the Tokugawa army, withdrew from the battlefield, and arrived back at Kagoshima after great sacrifice. This event
seems to have had the aspect of training both the retainers’ body and mind. Myéenji mairi and Myéenji mairi-related
events are held annually on the fourth Saturday and Sunday of October, close to September 14 by the old calendar.
On the Sunday, a walking event is held as part of the Myédenji mairi festival.

The contemporary Mydenji mairi is a noteworthy case where an event that originated in the traditional sport
culture of a region contributes to that region’s revitalization. This study focuses on Mydenji mairi and related events
and examines their significance and issues in the regional community. The sources used in this study are based on
fieldwork, material collection, participant observation at Mydenji mairi and related events, data gained from the
results of a questionnaire survey to and interviews with people involved in these events such as the organizers and

the participants, and some of the authors’ experiences.
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