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The Characteristics of SNS Viewers of the Collegiate Athletic Club of the
National Institute of Fitness and Sports in Kanoya (I):
Results of All Athletic Club Supporters

Misaki SUMINO", Toya NITTA?

The Japan Association for University Athletics and Sport (UNIVAS), a national university sports management
organization in Japan, was established on March 1, 2019. The UNIVAS states “WE PROMOTE UNIVERSITY
SPORTS” as its policy for activities. Their goal is to increase the number of people who watch and support collegiate
sports. At present, there are few studies focused on fans and spectators of collegiate sports in Japanese domestic
journals in the field of sport management. To expand the fanbase of collegiate sports in the future, there is an urgent
practical and academic need to understand the kind of people who currently support university sports. The purpose
of this study is to analyze the characteristics of supporters who are social networking sites (SNS) viewers of the
collegiate athletic club of the National Institute of Fitness and Sports in Kanoya (NIFS). An online questionnaire
survey was conducted with SNS viewers of the NIFS athletic club and the data of 602 supporters was collected. In
this first report, we use simple tabulation to present the results of the entire sample of supporters of the collegiate
athletic club. The findings of this study are that (1) supporters of the collegiate athletic clubs vary in gender, age,
place of residence, relationship with the university, support history, watching experience, etc.; and (2) it was clear
that they wished to strengthen their ties to their club and continue to support them. While some were satisfied with
the information dissemination of the athletic club, many wanted a higher quantity and quality of information. It was
concluded that in the future, to increase the number of people who watch and support university sports — thereby
contributing to the further development of the region, economy, and society — it is crucial to formulate a concrete
plan and implement measures based on the abovementioned characteristics of supporters. Further analysis of the data

is expected to be conducted by comparing variables such as relationship with the university and supporting club.
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SO BRERE BT BbNS.
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AERHE DI TORRL 2B A 72w 20 9.0
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RO FR P LTI LW 10 45
HENERCRRT 2D 72w 9 41
BEHRHE 2P LTIZLWY 8 36
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RO DONE IR 4 18
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MO G R I D 1 3 14
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R L 40 180
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&t 222 100.0
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Iy =542 ME 1 0.3
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NRBIED ) 5 1.9
KEEAR—Y DI 4 1.5
TR HE 2 15 70 L 720D AL A 3 1.1
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