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The Teaching of Martial Arts in Kurume-Han
— Koubu-Sha and Katoda Shinkage-Ryu —

Hisashi OTSUBO’

Abstract

The Chikugo region which has developed around Kurume is well known as a region of
the martial arts. It has been said that there used to be many calligraphers and sholars in
the Chikuzen region, politicians and lawyers in the Hizen region, and martial artists in the
Chikugo region. It can be said that the spirit of training martial arts in Chikugo region
owes a lot to its training system in the Arima era.

Some studies have been done on the martial arts and their training system in the Meiji
era, which were influenced heavity those of the Arima era.

In this study, I would like to examine the teaching of martial arts at Kobu-sha and
Katoda Sinkage-ryu in Kurume-han. This study is based on the collection of books of the
Tsuruku family and of the Kurume public library which have never been studied.
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