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Christianity in Modern Japanese Education (5)

— Christian Women’ s Education in the Early Westernized Years of the Meiji Era in Japan —

Nobuyasu Hirasawa’

Abstract

During the Edo era (for about two and a half centuries) the Tokugawa shogunate carried
out a policy that prohibited Christian belief. During the Meiji Restoration, Japan became a
modern nation state, and the national unity was realized.

However, the new Meiji government continued to follow the policy of suppressing
Christians.

But the protests of Western countries were strong, and the Japanese government was
forced to deregulate. Soon after the Meiji Restoration, in February 1873, the prohibition
was abolished. Since then, more missionaries were sent by Christian sects from Western
countries to Japan, eager to propagate Christianity.

Christianity became active in various areas of Japanese life. One of the important
conribution was in the field of education. Both missionaries (mainly fromAmerica) and
Japanese believers began to found many secondary schools and worked as educators.

Some missionaries were interested In women’s education. Generally they taught
Japanese girls English and science. Some of them inspired Japanese young ladies with their
virtue. Christianity has taken a large role in women’s education.

This paper describes the educational activities of Christians, especially the foundation of
private schools for girls in the westernized (called ‘oukashugi’) days (1873-1880). Later,
some of them developed into famous colleges or universities.
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