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The characteristics of offensive strategies in the World-cup Soccer 94: The
relationship of individual performance and the tracking of ball movement

Naotake INnoUur®, Ken WaranaBe™, Katsuyuki Smroxawa®, Fumio HiraTa®,
Nobuyuki Suimizu™ and Hirofumi KintTaka®

abstract

The characteristics of offensive strategies among the best-eight teams in the World-cup
Soccer "94 held in the U.S.A. were studied by analyzing the attacking patterns, zone utilization,
individual performance, and so on. The VTRs of the games televised in Japan were analyzed.

The following characteristics were suggested.

1) Offensive performance of each player could be evaluated by using the attacking skill
levels in individual player classified in the current study.

2) The smoothness in the offense is influenced by the patterns and selction of zone.

3) A swift attack, rather than the systematic formations, played a major role in 15 out of 20

games analyzed.

4) Each team had a specific offensive strategy.

5) Offensive strategies could be characterized by the zone utilization; left, middle, or right.

6) Italy, Germany, Rumania, and Brazil with higher levels in the offense had many players
who frequently tried to break the defense by dribbling ball.

Key words: Soccer game, offensive strategy, swift attack, zone utilization, individual skill
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