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A Study of the Junior Yachts as Teaching Equipment
Improvement Points of Japanese Optimist Dinghy Yachts as Teaching Equipment
for Water front Activity
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to grasp the improvement points of Japanese optimist
dinghy yachts as teaching equipment for junior yacht schools.

The items of the questionnaire were 1) Accidents and damage to the hull, 2) The sail
setting system, 3) The rudder board system in accordance with modifications made to
optimist dinghy yachts used in New Zealand School’s Waterwise.

The subjects were 99 sailing instructors of water sports community centers in Japan.

The results of the survey were summarized as follows:

1) Many respondants said that they felt that to avoid damage to boats,strengthening or
modifying the hull of the yacht was desirable.

2) Inrelation to damage to the bottom of the yacht, many respondants felt that a fender was
very necessary.

3) Many respondants were of the opinion that the sail setting system should be simplified.

4) Many respondants hoped that a “kick-up” rudder system could be adopted.

5) From the responses many instructors mention problems such as children hitting their
heads on the yacht’s boom, etc.
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