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Activities of a club team from the German Judo Federation

(Deutscher Judo-Bund) at our university and the state of judo in Germany

Hatsuyuki HAMADA"

Abstract

Members of the Judo—Kokoro Club, which belongs to the Konigsbrunn Police Sports Association
(Polizei-Sportverein Konigsbrunn) in Bavaria (Freistaat Bayern), visited the National Institute of Fitness and
Sports in Kanoya as well as the city of Kanoya with the support of the Deutscher Judo—Bund (DJB), and engaged
in exchanges through judo from 3™ to 9" April, 2007.

Various information regarding judo in Germany, such as its actual condition and operation methods, was
obtained through interviews and lectures by German judo instructors. In particular, we were able to closely examine
systems that do not exist in Japan, such as Judo Bundesliga and coaching qualification system in Germany.

In addition, numerous differences were observed with regard to the rank promotion system, rank promotion
examination methods, and teaching methods. Through these observations, we were able to identify issues in Japan,
which, as the founder of judo, has undertaken the mission of contributing to the further development of judo as it
undergoes internationalization.

Furthermore, with the cooperation of the local judo association, team members were given opportunities to
interact with Japanese culture through exchanges such as actual practice and social gatherings, and were able to
experience meaningful activities during their training camp.

We must continue to contribute to the advancement of regional martial arts by promoting international
exchanges through judo.

KEY WORDS : judo in Germany, sports association, rank promotion system, coach qualification system
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