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Current conditions regarding judo in Madagascar
[0 Discussion based on the short-term activities of a member

of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers[]

Nami UTSUNOMIYA”, Yumiko HAGI""

Abstract

As a member of the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (a JICA program) assigned to the field of Judo,
[ engaged in short—term activities for the promotion of Judo in Madagascar for one month from August 1 to
September 1, 2006. Activities involved guidance and practice at six dojos (training halls) on a tour basis. Guidance

varied depending on the level of the dojo, but focused primarily on the fundamentals such as leg and combination

techniques. Environmental differences, such as lack of Judo uniforms and dojos with no tatami mats, were shocking

from my perspective as a Japanese person, and enabled me to reaffirm the benefits of the Japanese environment.

Despite these environmental shortcomings, there were many dedicated Judo practitioners, and Judo was loved and

seen as an integral part of people’s lives. This month—-long program was highly meaningful as it enabled me to
contribute to international exchange through Judo, a sport I have long been dedicated to. I hope for the further

development of Judo in Madagascar.
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