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On the Spirit of Budoh and Sport Kendoh Contains
— Comparison between “the rules of a Shinai Contest”
and “the rules of a Kendoh’ match and judge”—

Kunitomo Koxkusu*

Abstract

In the 20th year of Showa Era, just after World War II, Japan experienced big changes
and reforms. Among them there was the dissolving of Dai-Nippon-Butokukai or "The society
for Chivalry and Virtue of Big Japan’, Which had long maintained its traditions.

It was forbidden to play Kendoh. The tapping sound of the Shinais and stirring cries
were no longer heard form any gymnasium. But the lovers of Kendoh made a great effort
to revive Kendoh so that they might leave its spirit in the world and hand it down to younger
generations.

As a result, they created on easy Shinai Contest, which added to the side of the sport,
with the soul of Kendoh remaining in it.

In April the 27th year the of the Showa Era, when a peace treaty between Japan and
America was concluded, Kendoh revived itself, as soon as Japan attained independence After
that, while Kendoh made progress, the Shinai Contest died out by itself. But it had a big
influence on Kendoh.

Therefore, here in this study, I intend to consider the spirit of Budoh and sport that Kendoh
contains, comparing “the rules of a Shinai Contest“ with "the vules of a kendoh’ match and
judge”
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Fig. 1. place of match
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Table 3. Fixed standard of Shinai
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