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A Study on the Characteristics of Demand for Water Sport
from a Users’ Perspective

Tetsuo SAkar*, Yasuo YAMAGUCHI*

Abstract

Despite the increasing concern with marina development and marine leisure activities,
little attention has been given to the study on the patterns and characteristics of
involvement in water sport activities. The purpose of the study was to examine the
patterns and characteristics of demand for water sport, focusing on demographic and
socioeconomic factors. Personal interview was conducted to the 331 visitors at two
local exposisions in Fukuoka and Kagoshima cities by trained interviewers.

The results indicated significant differences in the demand for water sport according
to the type of activities, gender, age cohort, and socioeconomic variables. Latent demand
was specifically high in scubadiving, yacht, and jet ski (marine jet) in order. Although
latent demand was high in jet ski among males, females showed strong interest in
water skiing. Differences in age cohort can be seen in the demand for yacht, surfing,
water skiing, cruising, jet ski, and scubadiving. It was also indicated that cost for
water sport and access to water sport facilities were important factors negatively
influencing involvement in water sport activities. Future tasks for the promotion and
development of water sport were discussed.
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Fig. 1. Chronological change in the number
of motorboat and yacht
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Table 2. Relationships between leisure expenses and involvement in water sport
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Table 3. Age cohort and involvement in water sport
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Table 4. Negative factors influencing involvement in water sport
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