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Trends and prospects in the sociology of physical education research

Takahiro KITAMURA

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify research trends in the Division of Sociology of Physical Education and
Sport of the Japan Society of Physical Education, Health and Sport Sciences through an overview of symposium
themes and a quantitative analysis of the titles in oral and poster sessions at the Japanese Society of Physical
Education and Sport Sciences Conferences.

The study analyzed and reviewed both symposium themes and the titles of oral and poster presentations at
conferences held between 1995 and 2016.

The main findings were as follows.

1) Social issues relevant to each period were chosen as symposium themes. Information was transmitted from
academic perspectives of the sociology of physical education and sport.
2) Research interests in oral and poster presentations were also attuned to the social issues relevant to each period.

3) Research identities identified in this domain continue to remain a matter of debate.
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